PADMA AWARDS 2026

WHY IN NEWS:

Ahead of Republic Day 2026, the Government of India announced the Padma Awards,
continuing its recent tradition of recognizing grassroots changemakers and “unsung heroes."
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HIERARCHY & SCOPE

Fields Covered: Art, Social Work, Public Affairs, Science, Medicine, Literature, Education, and Sports.

CATEGORY m AWARDED FOR

@ Padma Vibhushan 2nd-Highest Exceptional and distinguished service

?@ Padma Bhushan 3rd-Highest Distinguished service of a high order

“":"\\ Padma Shri 4th-Highest Distinguished service in any field

RESTRICTIONS

@ * Universal Eligibility: Open to all individuals irrespective of race, gender, occupation, or position.

® » Government Servants: Strictly ineligible, with a specific exception made only for doctors and
scientists.

e Posthumous Awards: Generally avoided, but permitted in highly deserving cases.
@& ° Annual Cap: Strictly capped at a maximum of 120 awards per year.

» Cap Exemptions: Posthumous awardees, NRIs, foreign nationals, and OCls do not
WY  count toward the 120-award limit.

-------------------------- SELECTION & ADMINISTRATION "

@\} O Constituted annually by the Padma Awards receive final
= Prime Minister and headed by ~—==»> approval and presentation
the Cabinet Secretary, from the President of India.




