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PM-UDAY Scheme
Government Schemes
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N == [ardhan Mantri Unauthorized Colonies Awas Adhikar Yojana

PM Uday Scheme

G
In News

e Recently Delhi CM has sought X100 crore as a
first phase government financial
assistance to implement the revised Pradhan
Mantri Unauthorised Colonies in Delhi
Awas Adhikar Yojana (PM-UDAY) in the
national capital.

central

Pradhan Mantri —Unauthorised Colonies in Delhi
Awas Adhikar Yojana (PM-UDAY)
e Financing - It is a central sector initiative
e Launched in- October 2019
o Objective - to grant legal ownership,
transfer, and mortgage rights to residents
living in Delhi's unauthorised colonies.
o Administered by - Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) under the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA),

Parrot Bornavirus 4

Science & technology

Context
e Deadly bird virus PaBV-4 has
identified for the first time in India.

been

Parrot Bornavirus 4 (PaBV-4)

e [tis an avian virus recently detected for the
first time in India (Assam, Karnataka, West
Bengal) among captive parrot species.

e The Virus: Enveloped, negative-sense, single-
stranded RNA virus (Bornaviridae family).

e Zoonotic Status: Not zoonotic (does not
infect humans).

e Target: Psittacine birds (macaws, cockatoos,
parakeets, budgerigars).

Associated Disease
e [t causes Proventricular Dilatation Disease
(PDD), also called "Macaw Wasting Disease."
e Gastrointestinal: Destroys nerves in the
digestive tract, causing an enlarged stomach,
weight loss, and undigested seeds in droppings.

www.insightsonindia.com
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e Neurological: Causes loss of

coordination, seizures, and paralysis.

tremors,

Transmission & Management

e Spread: Contact with infected feces, saliva,
feather dust, or vertically from parent to
egg.

e Challenge: Infected birds can stay
asymptomatic while actively shedding the
virus.

e Control: No vaccine or cure exists. Diagnosis
is via RT-PCR; management relies on isolation
and supportive care.

India-New Zealand ‘Strategic Partnership’
International

News -
e The Prime Minister’s visit to Auckland was the
first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to
New Zealand in four decades.

e PM Modiwas honoured with a Maori Powhiri,
a formal welcome ceremony of the Maori
(the indigenous Polynesian people of New
Zealand), featuring the ‘Haka’ dance.

Outcomes of the Visit
e Roadmap to 2030: Elevated bilateral relations
to a ‘Strategic Partnership’.
e Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative: New Zealand
adopted Maritime Security as its priority pillar
within the seven-pillar IPOI framework.

e Climate and Energy Platforms: New Zealand
joined the Global Biofuels Alliance and
reaffirmed its cooperation under the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRD).

e Civilisational Ties: Established cultural and
traditional medicine cooperation alongside a
framework between the New Zealand
Maritime Museum and India’s National
Maritime Heritage Complex at Lothal.
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e Island Nation: New Zealand is a remote
island country in the South Pacific Ocean,
consisting of two main islands (North and
South) and several smaller islands.

e No Land Borders, and Australia is its nearest
neighbour, located over 1,600 km to the
northwest.

e Geopolitical Position: It lies in Australasia
with Australia and marks the southwestern
boundary of Polynesia, bordered by the
Tasman Sea and the Pacific Ocean.
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India’s Textile Sector
Economy

AP

Context -

e The Ministry of Textiles released a report on
India’s Textile Future, emphasising the need to
adopt circular economy principles across the
textile value chain.

Significance of the Textile Sector

e [t is also called the “spinning wheel” of
India’s industrial growth,

e The textile and apparel sector contributes ~2%
to GDP and ~11% of manufacturing GVA.

e It is India’s 2nd largest employer after
agriculture, providing livelihoods to over 45
million people.

o India is the 6th largest textile and apparel
exporter, with a 4% global market share.

Government Initiatives
e PM MITRA Parks: Massive textile parks with
sustainable infrastructure, featuring Common
Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs) to optimize
water reuse.
e National Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM): Funds scientific research to

chemically and mechanically convert tough
textile waste into industrial advanced
materials.

e Eco Mark Scheme: Establishes national eco-
labelling standards for textile products,
easing the transition into markets with strict
environmental standards.

e Mission LiFE: Promotes clothing reuse,
swapping, circular economies, and less fast-
fashion consumption through lifestyle change.

Pinaka Long Range Guided Rocket
Science & technology

News -

e DRDO conducted a successful flight test of
the Pinaka Long Range Guided Rocket
(LRGR) at the Integrated Test Range (ITR),
Chandipur.

Pinaka Long Range Guided Rocket (LRGR)

e It is an indigenously developed, precision-
guided rocket for the Pinaka multi-barrel
rocket launcher (MBRL) system.

e [tis designed to replace Russian-origin BM-21
Grad systems.

Range: Up to 120 km

Guidance System: It combines an Inertial
Navigation System (INS) with India’s NavIC
(IRNSS) satellite network for precision
navigation.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Oxytocin
Science & technology
Context -
e WHO has sought information from India
regarding reports linking suspected spurious
oxytocin to maternal deaths.

Oxytocin
e [tis a neuropeptide hormone synthesised in
the hypothalamus into the
bloodstream by the posterior pituitary gland.
Often called the “love hormone.

and released

Function - It acts as a chemical messenger in
the central system, aiding
childbirth, lactation, and social bonding.

e Regulation - Administering oxytocin to
cattle is a cognizable offence under Section
12 of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act;
unauthorised manufacture or sale is prohibited
under Section 18(a) of Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940.

nervous

UMANG Portal
Government Schemes

UMANG

THE SPIRIT OF NEW INDIA

Context
e Researchers

identified
m India’s UMANG Portal,
raising concerns about personal data.

have security

vulnerabilities

UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for New-age
Governance)
e [t was launched in November 2017.
e [t is a flagship initiative under the Digital
India Programme.

e [t offers a single window access to a wide
range of services delivered by the Central
Government, State Governments and local
bodies through a unified mobile application.

e Significance - It enables citizens to access
services such as EPFQO, healthcare, pensions,
LPG bookings, certificates, and several other
citizen-centric  services through a single
platform.

e As of February 2026, UMANG offers 2,446
services from 240 government departments,
including 80 Central Government Departments
and 160 departments across 30 States and
Union Territories.

e UMANG supports 23 Indian languages,
including Hindi, English, Nepali, and
Sanskrit.

Standing Deposit Facility (SDF)
Economy
News
o The Reserve Bank of India(RBI) absorbed
1.67 lakh crore rupees through the Standing
Deposit Facility (SDF).

Standing Deposit Facility (SDF)
e Itis a collateral-free RBI tool used to absorb
excess liquidity from banks.

Core Features
e No collateral: Banks park funds without RBI
giving government
e Urjit Patel Committee: First recommended
the tool in 2014.

Other Monetary Policy Tools in India
e Repo Rate: Rate at which RBI lends short-term
funds to banks against collateral.
e Reverse Repo Rate: Rate at which RBI
absorbs liquidity from banks.
e Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR): Portion of
deposits banks must keep with RBI in cash.

www.insightsonindia.com
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e Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR): Portion of
deposits kept in liquid assets (gold, cash,
securities).

e Open Market Operations (OMO):
Buying/selling of government securities to
control liquidity.

e Marginal Standing Facility (MSF):
Emergency borrowing by banks at a penal rate.

e Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF):
Framework for repo/reverse repo operations.

e Market Stabilisation Scheme (MSS): Bonds
issued to absorb excess liquidity.

Sulphur dioxide (SO2)
Environment
Context
e Asper the study, nearly 81 per cent of sulphur
dioxide (SO2) emissions from coal plants
within a 300-km radius of Delhi-NCR
originate
installing pollution control systems.

from facilities exempted from

Sulfur dioxide (SO:)

e [t is a colorless, pungent, and toxic gas.

e Primary Source: Coal-fired thermal power
plants.

e Natural Source:
geothermal activity.

e India Status: Top global anthropogenic SO:
emitter.

e Health Impact: Causes severe respiratory

Volcanic eruptions and

diseases (asthma).

Environment: Precursor to acid rain.

Note - Sulfur dioxide is not a greenhouse gas.
While it is a major air pollutant with significant
environmental impacts, it actually has a
cooling effect on the Earth's climate rather
than a warming one

Global Liveability Index 2026
Syllabus:Miscellaneous
Context
e The Economist Intelligence Unit has
released the Global Liveability Index 2026.

Major Highlights

e Published by - The index is compiled annually
by the Economist Intelligence Unit, the
research and analysis arm of The Economist
Group,
It evaluated 173 cities across 30 indicators
Five categories: Stability, healthcare,
culture and environment, education, and
infrastructure.
Copenhagen (Denmark) remains the world’s
most liveable city, edging out Vienna
(Austria) and Melbourne (Australia), which
are in second and third place.
New Delhi is ranked 120, followed by
Mumbai (121), Chennai (123), and
Bengaluru (127).
Karachi stayed pinned at 170th place two years
consecutively, Dhaka held at 171st, Damascus

(Syria) remains the world’s least liveable city
for a second consecutive year.

Version 2026-1 of the IUCN Red List
News -
® The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) released the updated version
2026-1 of its Red List of Threatened Species.

About-
e JUCN Red List now covers 175,909 species,
of which 49,505 (approximately 28%) are
classified as threatened with extinction.

IUCN Red List

e JUCN Red List is the most comprehensive
inventory of the global extinction risk of
animal, plant, and fungal species, maintained
by the Species Survival Commission.

® Species are placed in nine categories: Not
Evaluated, Data Deficient, Least Concern, Near
Threatened, Vulnerable, Endangered, Critically
Endangered, Extinct in the Wild, and Extinct.

International Union of Conservation of Nature
e Establishment - 1948.

www.insightsonindia.com
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e Set up in - Gland, Switzerland. News -

Objective - To promote international
cooperation and to provide scientific
knowledge and tools to aid conservation
action.

IUCN Red List - It established the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species in 1964.

IUCN Red List

It is a list compiled by the TUCN, which
contains the world's most comprehensive
information on the conservation status of
plants, animals, and fungus species.

Species in the IUCN Red List - There are
143000 species on the Red List.

India's membership in IUCN - India became
a member in 1969

The IUCN classification - The IUCN
classification of species is based on their
extinction/conservation status.

They are as follows

Extinct (EX)

Extinct in the Wild (EW)

Critically Endangered (CR)
Endangered (EN), Vulnerable (VU)
Near Threatened (NT)

Least Concern (LC)

Data Deficient (DD)

Not Evaluated (NE)

Ravidassia Demand for Separate Religion

History & Culture
S

14th century saint and founder of Bhakti movement in North India

e The Ravidassia community has renewed its
demand for creation of a separate “Ravidassia
religion” category in the Census.

Ravidassia Community

o The community follows the teachings of Guru
Ravidas (15th—16th century), a renowned
Bhakti Movement saint, social reformer, and
mystic poet.

e Core Philosophy: Guru Ravidas advocated
social equality, dignity, and the abolition of
caste  discrimination, and envisioned
Begampura, an ideal society free from
sorrow, fear, and inequality.

e Population: Punjab has India’s largest
concentration of Ravidassias in India and
around 32% of the state’s population comprises
Dalits.

e Major Institution: Dera Sachkhand Ballan
(Punjab) founded in the early 20th century by
Baba Sant Pipal Das is the most influential
religious institution of the Ravidassia
community.

Additional Information - Sant Ravidas

e He, born in the 14th century,

e He was a prominent figure in the Bhakti
Movement, a socio-religious revolution that
took place in India between the 14th and 17th
centuries.

e He was a disciple of Sant Kabir and the
founder of the Ravidassia religion. Mirabai
was his pupil.

Life and Teachings

e He was a great social reformer and messenger
of peace, love, and brotherhood.

e He worked tirelessly to remove caste and
religion-based discrimination and worked for
the upliftment of the downtrodden.

e His life is a unique example of sacrifice and
penance, and wrote many compositions on
different social issues.

www.insightsonindia.com
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e He gave a very broad message of ‘karma’ to
society by coining in the popular Hindi saying
‘Mann Changa to Kathauti Mein Ganga’.

Legacy

e The Sikh scripture, Guru Granth Sahib,
contains forty-one of his devotional songs
and poems.

® The Chief Architect of our Constitution, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar embodied the
Constitutional principles around the values
expressed by Guru Ravidasji.

India Bans Imports of Goods Made Using Forced
Labour
Polity
Context

o The Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has officially amended India's Foreign
Trade Policy (FTP) 2023, authorizing the
Central Government to ban imports of goods
manufactured through forced labour.

Constitutional Framework
The Constitution of India strictly penalises forced
labour under the Right against Exploitation:

e Article 23(1) abolishes not just forced
physical labor, but also
subjugation, such as paying less than the
minimum wage for labor

e Article 23(2) permits the State to draft
individuals for essential public services (e.g.,

economic

military conscription or disaster relief), but
strictly forbids discrimination on the
grounds of religion, race, caste, or class in the
selection process.

e Article 24: Prohibits the employment of
children below 14 years in factories, mines,
or hazardous occupations.

e Directive Principles (DPSC): Article 42
mandates just and humane working
conditions, while Article 43 commands the
state to secure a living wage.

Trial in Absentia
Polity
News

o Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed is set to
face a trial in absentia following the issuance
of a non-bailable warrant by a special NIA
court in Jammu for his role in the 2025

Pahalgam terror attack.

About -

e A trial in absentia under Section 356 of the
BNSS, 2023, allows any competent trial court
to conduct a criminal trial and pronounce
judgment without the physical presence of
the accused.

o CrPC, 1973, restricted courts to recording
witness statements only when the accused
absconded, whereas the BNSS permits a final
verdict.

e Eligibility: The provision applies exclusively
to proclaimed offenders declared under Section
84 for offences punishable with 10 years, life
imprisonment, or death.

e The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023 officially replaced the colonial-
era Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
1973, taking effect on July 1, 2024.

NAMASTE Day
Polity

MINISTRY OF

SOCIAL JUSTICE &

EMPOWERMENT
et GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

@ w

Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem

Under this Scheme, sanitation
workers get:

v~ Safety Training & PPE

v Health Insurance

v Livelihood Support

v~ Subsidized Loans for Equipment

National Helpline

14420
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Context
e The Union Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment celebrated the 3rd
NAMASTE Day on July 14, marking three
years since the launch of the National Action
for Mechanized Sanitation
(NAMASTE) Scheme in 2023.

Ecosystem

NAMASTE Day
e [t is dedicated to honouring sanitation
workers including sewer and septic tank
workers, waste pickers and former manual
scavengers for their vital role in safeguarding
public health and environmental sanitation.
National Action for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem (NAMASTE)
e Launched in - July 2023
e Financing - Central Sector Scheme
e Implemented by - Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment and the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,

Objectives:
e Zero fatalities in sanitation work.
e All sanitation operations to be performed by
skilled workers.
No direct contact with human faecal matter.
Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers.

Key Interventions:

e Profiling: Digital profiling of Sewer/Septic
Tank Workers (SSW5s).

e Safety: Providing PPE kits, safety devices, and
training to workers.

e Empowerment:  Capital  subsidy for
purchasing sanitation machinery to become
"sanipreneurs".

e Health: Occupational safety training and
health insurance.

e Significance: Aligns with SDG 6 (Clean
Water and Sanitation) and promotes the
dignity and safety of sanitation workers.

Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMYS)
Economy
In News
e The Union Cabinet approved a new Mobile
Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) with
a budgetary outlay of 62,500 crore.

Objective -

e It has been launched to scale up domestic
production, deepen component localization,
and foster indigenous smartphone design
and R&D.

e Launched by: It has been launched by
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY).

e Duration: It is a five-year scheme, which will
run from FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31.

e Budget Outlay: Its budgetary outlay is of Rs.
62,500 crore.

Features

e Production-Linked Incentives: The scheme
provides incentive support on eligible sales of
mobile phones manufactured in India, with
differentiated incentive rates ranging from
2.25% t0 5%, based on the applicable eligibility
criteria.

e Incentive for Domestic Value Addition:
Manufacturers can receive an additional
incentive of up to 1.5% for increasing domestic

of key components and sub-
thereby
manufacturing ecosystems.

e Support for Design and Innovation: To foster
indigenous innovation and brand creation, the
scheme offers an additional 3% incentive on
eligible undertaking

sourcing

assemblies, promoting  local

sales for companies

product design and R&D activities in India.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Semicon 2.0
Economy

CABINET APPROVES
SEMICON 2.0

e OF DA

CABINET APPROVAL

Context
e The Union Cabinet approved Semicon 2.0
(India Semiconductor Mission 2.0) with a
%1,27,500 crore outlay to develop India’s
semiconductor ecosystem.

Six Strategic Pillars:

1. Design:

2. Machines & Materials:

3. Fabrication:

4. Expanding Assembly, Testing, Marking, and
Packaging (ATMP) and  Outsourced
Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT)
units to establish India as a global alternative.

5. R&D

6. Talent Development

India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)

e Launched by - Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.

e Aim - To build a vibrant semiconductor
manufacturing ecosystem to enable India’s
emergence as a global hub for electronics
manufacturing and design.

Connect with the basics - Semiconductor Chips

e These are materials which have a conductivity
between conductors and insulators.

e Example - They can be pure elements, silicon
or germanium or compounds; gallium,
arsenide or cadmium selenide.

e Significance of Semiconductor Chips - They
are the basic building blocks that serve as the
heart and brain of all modern electronics and
information and communication technology
products.

e Applications - These chips are now an integral
part of contemporary automobiles, household
gadgets and essential medical devices such as
ECG machines.

12th BRICS Labour & Employment Ministers’
Meeting
International

R A T e
WITe wren
MINISTRY OF LABOUS AND EMPLOYMENT

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

BRIC

BUILDING FOR RESILIENCE, INNCVATION, COOPERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

12" _ABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT
MINISTERS MEETING

= 15"-16" July, 2026

3 “RICS EMPLOYMENT WORKING
GROUP MEETING

- 1314 July, 2026

UNDER INDIA'S BRICS CHAIRSHIP 2026

Q Hyderabad, Telangona

Context -
e India hosted the 12th BRICS Labour &
Employment  Ministers Meeting in
Hyderabad.

www.insightsonindia.com
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ww
e Theme 2026 - “Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability*.
Outcomes -

e BRICS Labour and Employment Ministers’
Declaration - to promote decent work, broaden
social protection systems, and support
inclusive, resilient economic growth.

e BRICS CONNECT, a collaborative, tech-
driven platform, was launched by India to
modernise, align, and strengthen labour
frameworks (South-South cooperation) across
member states.

Additional Information - BRICS

e Founded in - 2009

e HeadQuarters - Shanghai

e [tis anacronym for the grouping of the world’s
leading emerging economies, namely Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa
(included in 2010)

e Origin - The term “BRIC” was coined by the
British Economist Jim O’Neill in 2001 to
describe the four emerging economies of
Brazil, Russia, India, and China.

e Recent Expansion (BRICS+): In 20242025,
the bloc expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, the UAE, and Indonesia. Saudi Arabia
has received an invitation but has not yet
formalized its membership.

e Share of BRICS - BRICS brings together five
of the largest developing
representing 41% of the global population,
24% of the global GDP, and 16% of the
global trade (By 2028, BRICS is expected to
make up 35 percent of the global economy)

e Chairmanship - The chairmanship of the

countries,

forum is rotated annually among the members.

Initiatives of BRICS

New Development Bank (NDB)
Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA)
BRICS Payment System

Customs Agreements

D=

5. Constellation of Remote Sensing Satellites

Jagannath Rath Yatra

Context
e The world-famous Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath has commenced in Puri, Odisha.

Rath Yatra
e Known as - Gundicha Jatra, Ghosa Jatra
and Navadina Jatra.
e It is a significant Hindu festival dedicated to
Lord Jagannath, an incarnation of Lord
Vishnu.

Jagannath Puri Temple

o Shree Jagannath Puri Temple is one of the
most impressive monuments of the State of
Odisha.

® The temple was built in the 12th Century AD
by King Anatavarman Chodaganga Deva of
the Eastern Ganga Dynasty.

e Jagannath Puri temple is called ‘Yamanika
Tirtha’ where, according to the Hindu
beliefs, the power of ‘Yama’, the god of
death has been nullified in Puri due to the
presence of Lord Jagannath, popularly
known as Lord Krishna.

e Itis one of the Dhammas (Holiest of the holy
place) out of four Dhamas i.e. Puri, Dwarika,
Badrinath & Rameswar, in India.

e This temple was called the “White Pagoda” and
is a part of Char Dham pilgrimages
(Badrinath, Dwaraka, Puri, Rameswaram).

www.insightsonindia.com
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7th Governing Body Meeting of National CAMPA
Environment
News -
e The 7th Governing Body Meeting of National
CAMPA in Coimbatore marked a shift from

conventional compensatory afforestation
toward landscape-based ecological
restoration.

Outcomes -

e Aastha Van Sanrakshan Yojana (AVSY)
was approved with an initial corpus of 3,000
crore (2026-31) to conserve nearly 15,000
sacred groves (Aastha Vans).

e MISHTI (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline
Habitats and Tangible Incomes) was
extended for three years until 2029, with an
added X500 crore, taking the total outlay to
%600 crore.

Four wildlife recovery programmes were approved

e Objective - to strengthen scientific monitoring,

anti-poaching measures, and  habitat
restoration:

e Gangetic Dolphins: Recovery action plan
focused on major freshwater river systems.

e Project Snow Leopard Phase-II: Including
the 2nd nationwide population estimate in the
Himalaya.

e Indian Rhinoceros: Conservation plan for
habitat  protection and  anti-poaching
enforcement.

e Wild Water Buffalo: Scientific habitat

management to secure the remaining
population.

e Sangai (Brow-antlered Deer): Continued
financial and operational support for

conservation.

Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management &
Planning Authority (CAMPA)

e [t was established under the Compensatory

Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 (in force 2018).

Objective - to collect and administer funds for
ecological compensation of diverted forest
land.

Genesis: Supreme  Court, in  T.N.
Godavarman, constituted an ad hoc
CAMPA by its 2006 order to manage unspent
afforestation collections.

Two Tiers: (1) National CAMPA Authority,
headed by the Union Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, sets policy, while
(2) State CAMPA Authorities execute field
operations.

Liability: Agencies diverting forest land must
provide alternative land, fund compensatory
afforestation, and pay the Net Present Value
(NPV) of the lost forest ecosystem.

Fund Uses: Artificial and natural
regeneration, wildlife management,
catchment treatment, village relocation from
protected areas, and human-wildlife conflict
management.

Cyclosporiasis
Science & Technology
News -
e A widespread outbreak of cyclosporiasis has
been reported in the United States.

About -

e Responsible pathogen- Cyclosporiasis is a
foodborne intestinal illness caused by the
microscopic, single-celled protozoan parasite
Cyclospora cayetanensis.

o Transmission: Strictly fecal-oral route via
contaminated food or water.

e No Direct Person-to-Person Spread:
Excreted parasite eggs require days to weeks in
the environment to mature and become
infectious.

e Host Range: Humans are the only known
hosts.

e Symptoms: Severe, explosive watery diarrhea,

fatigue, cramps, and weight loss.

www.insightsonindia.com
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e High-Risk Groups: Immunocompromised
individuals, the elderly, and young children.

e Diagnosis: Missed by routine stool cultures;
requires special staining, UV fluorescence
microscopy, or PCR.

e Treatment: Treated with the antibiotic
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (TMP-
SMX). No vaccine exists.

98th Foundation Day of ICAR
Polity
News -

e Marking ICAR’s 98th Foundation Day, the
Union Ministry of Agriculture unveiled the
“Developed Agriculture and Prosperous
Farmers” roadmap as a key pillar of Viksit
Bharat 2047.

Outcomes-

e 100 Climate-Smart Villages: Developing at
least 100 villages before ICAR’s centenary to
demonstrate climate-resilient farming, water
conservation, and risk-reduction models.

e One Institute-One Grand Innovation:
Mandating every ICAR institute deliver at least
one breakthrough technological innovation,
vaccine, or crop variety within two years.

e Mission ICAR-100: Transforming Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) into innovation hubs
for large-scale demonstrations, with each KVK
visiting at least 100 villages.

e ICAR Open Digital Knowledge Platform:
Creating a mobile-first platform providing free
crop advisories, soil-test results, and
instructional videos via smartphones.

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

e [Established in 1929 (originally as the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research),

e JICAR is the apex body for coordinating
agricultural research and education in
India.

e [t is an autonomous organisation under the
Department of Agricultural Research and

Education, Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare.

Union Agriculture Minister serves as the
ICAR Society’s ex officio President, and the
Minister of State for Agriculture serves as
Vice-President.

www.insightsonindia.com
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